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The Art of Gardenlng

Geoff Stonebanks reflects on the 2 themes of the magazine this time,
summer and the arts.
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ith gardens being the

inspiration for many artists,

gardens and art often go

hand-in-hand. Perhaps the

most familiar painter when it
comes to gardens in art is Claude Monet. I vividly
remember my two visits to his beautiful garden in
Giverny, the first, back in the 1970s and the second,
a few years ago. Whar do gardens represent in
art? Well, they can represent the ]Jeginni.ug of life,
symbalise love and passion and they can, perhaps
most fundamentally, relay a space of comfort,
reliance and hope.

A classic example of Monet's garden paintings is

Le Déjeuner: Panneau Décoratif, painted in 1873
and hanging in Musée 12’Orsay in Paris. Here

the painter has centred on a shady spot in the
garden, where a table has been laid out for a casual
lunch. Empry glasses and a har hanging in the tree
branches adds to the hazy, relaxed summer scene.
You can almost hear the chatter of the women in the

background and the birds chirruping.

Who knows, maybe a modern-day Monet could
capture the same essence with an image of my table
and chairs behind my house, which might become a

masterpiece in 150 ye:a_rs!

All that said, I could never consider myself a painter
or an artist in the true sense of the word but [ do
consider that a good gardener, including myself, can
use plants and shrubs ro paint a beautiful canvas in
their own plot.

A Irip Advisor visitor in 2024 wrore of their
experience in visiting Driftwood, “Stunning! An
incredible landscape, bursting with colour and ideas -

sympathetic plantings with i ing eclectic

ready mades and sculpturesiglassworks. Truly worth
revisiting — inspiring!”

I've always considered that I paint my garden with
plants and frequently tell visitors that I never feel as
though I'm gardening, but actually dressing a film set.

So, what plants laok good for painting your garden?
How abour these four suggestions that work well for
me at Driftwood.

Four classic paints for your garden canvas

First up are these stunning lilies. I have several
containers of them grouped together on an upper
patio, including some pretty stunning, almost black
ones. The sheer vivacity of their colours never fail to

draw the eye and brighten any garden.

Another great addition would be the pretty climbing
rose, Vielchenblau. This heirloom climbing or
rambling rose produces large clusters of 1-1/2"

wide, fragrant, deep purple flowers, often with

white accents and deepening to blue-purple as they
age. The plant flowers in mid to late spring to early
summer. It is a vigorous, nearly thornless, rambling
multi-flora hybrid growing to about 10-12" high
making it a good choice as a pillar rose or it can

be trained along a fence or other sturdy support.
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While Vielchenblau is tolerant of partial shade, a
full sun location with good air circulation and a

fertile, average moist soil with good drainage are
pr:fcrrcd for optimum grnwth, disease resistance,

and flowering.

My third recommendation would be the magnificent
Fuchsia Magellanica, a very hardy fuchsia with
pretty, red flowers with long, tapered sepals. When
other fuchsias fail to survive winter, this robust
South American species can be relied on to retain

a framework of branches. I have four fairly large
shrubs growing in my back garden. The purple and
red flowers are small but borne profusely throughout
summer and like all fuchsias, it thrives in fertile,
moist but well-drained soil, in a sheltered spot in
partial shade. Whilst all the experts say grow in a
sheltered spot away from cold winter winds that is
certainly not the case in my garden yet they still do

extremely well.

The fourth range of plants I'd suggest to create
drama in your garden are stunning aeoniums. [

have a collection of over 80 in various containers
that are brought out each summer to dress areas of
the garden along with small pieces of sculpture or
garden art, Aconiums are fleshy, succulent plants
native to Madeira, the Canary Islands and North
Africa. They are members of the Crassulaceae family
and have rosettes of glossy, waxy leaves and range

in height from a few centimetres to up to a metre,
They are mostly grown for their distinctive, unusual
shapes and foliage that comes in shades of green or
purple-black or variegated in shades of white, yellow
and red. Aeoniums make excellent, low maintenance
house plants too, that need very little care as they
can thrive on neglect. If you allow the soil to dry
out in between watering it will make the colours
more vibrant and the plant stronger. They look great
grown with other succulents or cacti thar thrive in
similar growing conditions. They can also be grown
outdoors in summer, in a pot with summer bedding
plants or in a sunny, well-drained border. Mine are
all stored in a heated greenhouse and brought out
into the garden throughout the summer months.

The main growing season for aconiums is spring
and autumn, when the temperature and light levels
are perfect for their growth. The plant often goes
dormant in hot periods of the summer and you may
notice the rosettes becoming tighter, and the outer

leaves drying and dropping off. This is perfectly
normal. They need less water at this time as they can
live off the water and nutrients stored in the leaves

and stems.

Your garden gallery

To pick up the second theme this issue, let’s
consider using your own plot as an outdoor art
gallery, whether thar be with expensive pieces of
sculpture or simply inexpensive touches that can
work just as well.

I certainly appreciate my garden décor throughout
the year but we can tend to underestimate its impact
in the winter months. These garden accessories or
ornamentation are more clearly seen in the winter
when they are not partially hidden from view with
the abundant foliage in spring and summer. They
can fill in the bare parts of the plot and add interest.

By adding sculprure and art to your landscape it
can enhance the visual appeal of your plot. You can
create nodes of interest in the garden.
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Sam Z Wilson's jellyfish

One of the fabulous pieces in my own garden is a
stunning, carved semilla pod, by Sussex based arrist
5i Uwins. I actually have two pieces of his work,
the second being a beautiful conical carving, set
amongst the Hower bed, rising rather dramarically
and creating an eye-catching view.

The third, more expensive piece | have is a gorgeous
stainless steel fish sculprure entitled Busy Life (the
fish is juggling while riding a unicycle). This is an
innovative piece by a Welsh artist, Daren Greenhow
and is made from a mixture of parts in stainless steel
joined with stainless steel welds.

In addition to these more expensive pieces you
can acquire so many different pieces of art and

sculpture that are much more affordable. A few
ideas you might like to replicate from my own

collection are pictured.

This gorgeous orange fused glass fish is one of
four pieces I have in the garden and they are so
easy to locate in the planting, wherever you want
your eye to be drawn. These are by another Sussex

based artist, Karen Ongley-Snook. Other simple

and more cost-effective ways to dress your plot
might be to utilise some wall pot hangers like
the ghoulish one I have in my back garden. It's
the perfect foil for the small Agave Americana
displayed beneath it.

A rusty pair of mice, along with a block of rusty
cheese look eye catching, sitting atop the old
railway sleepers amongst the ivy.

[ have come to love rusty meral pieces, as | feel
they look so at home in a coastal garden. I have
three grand metal arches along the central path
at the back all by another Sussex based artist,
Alex Moore. On a much less grand scale, hanging
rusty metal spheres, brimming with succulents
looks great too. You could also create your own
personal piece of artwork, for example, [ have a
green folly door you can just catch a glimpse of
hidden away behind an ivy arch. It creates a hint
that there is something beyond.

I have always tried to use my garden as an ourdoor
room and display a variety of work along with the
plants to enhance the area. This summer, I will
have nine local Sussex artists displaying their work
for sale in the garden too. The danger is it all looks
s0 at home thar I have to make sure it is all clearly
priced so visitors know they are for sale. Many of
the pieces I own began life being offered for sale
and I ended up buying them myself.

There will be two new artists on show this year,
one of which is Sam Z Wilson, whose interest
at the moment is exploring new technologies to
begin a project and then introducing traditional
blacksmithing and general smithing techniques
to manipulate the forms. She loves the accuracy
and slickness of freshly laser cut pieces, and then
slightly alter their perfectness with a flash of fire
and some considered hammer blows. The pieces
then take on a more organic, flowing form and
she can then introduce some some Art Nouveau
inspired fluid lines. Come and visit to check out
her work.

You can pre-book a visit to Geoff's multi-award
winning garden from st June, right through until
the 3rd August by emailing visitdriftwood@

nail.com and view more of his garden and the
artists displaying their work this summer at
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