Winter ¢ Christmas
Garden Inspiration

Gardener and garden writer, Geoff Stonebanks, shares gardening advice and

tips with some inspiration for spring

t's thart time of the year, the clocks have
gone back, the leaves are falling and ir's

getting colder and wetter.

As autumn begins to turn to winter in
the coming weeks, the main jobs in the
garden are mostly about protecting plants
and structures from the wilder weather
which will inevitably arrive, and planning
ahead for spring.
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It is always difficult to get the timing
right, ensuring everything is safe and
sound in the garden prior to the first
frosts every year! Prime tasks should be to
lift and store dahlias, cannas and begonia
tubers that are planted in flower beds or
containers. All the guides say lift after the
first frost and store the tubers carefully.
‘The experts say dahlia tubers must

remain dry but not dry out completely.
Try placing them in a dry, frost-free
Cﬂ\’iﬂ)nmfnn :ant)’ spﬂftd ina lra)’

or box and fill with sawdust, spent dry
compost or vermiculite. | cover mine with
cardboard or you can add an exera quilt if
you live in a colder climate.

Pansies

A few years ago, I planted many pansies
in the garden. Normally T would take
them out as | planted my summer annuals
but that year they were still performing so
well, I left them throughout the summer
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amongst my displays! This time of the
year is the perfect time to plant some.
Pansies have the incredible ability to
survive freezing winter temperatures and
come out strong in the spring season.
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if they're planted at the proper time and
in an ideal setting. Aim for a planting
spot that will get about six hours of full
sun each day. Pansies can grow in partial
shade but will sprout best with ample
sunlight. They should be well-watered
right after planting to get them off to a
good start. Take care to water the plant’s
soil but avoid werting the Howers and
leaves, which could attrace disease. A
layer of mulch added to the pansy plant
bed will help prevent any cold weather
damage come winter.

Agaves

This time of the year is especially busy at
[)riftwl]nd, I I'Iii\’l: su{:h a |arg:: cl>“t:(:l:inn
of succulents that need protecting
throughout the winter months. There are
many aconiums which are put to bed,
either in the front or back porches of the
I‘JDUSC or il'l lht l'll:alﬂd g!ctllhnusr, l‘l'll
currently in the process of ensuring my
Cl]llﬂ“)" iargc Cﬂ"L‘“Cri()Tl nfaga\'t:s are safc
for the upcoming cold weather too.

I IlaVL' many f.lt]lt:r 1'\'FL'5 ())taga\«'l: in my
garden, notably Agave Montana and
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Agave Ovatifolia. The former is a rosette-
forming, evergreen, perennial succulent to
about 1.5m. The leaves are |ighl greyish-
green, edged and tipped with reddish
spines. Unlikely to flower in UK, but in
the wild it produces huge, club-shaped
inflorescences made up of tightly clustered
'\’C"(}\N ﬂnwcrs on s]’mrt bmnch:s, -rl'lﬂ
latter, commonly called the “Whales
tongue Agave”, can grow up to 1.5m high
H['Id 2m across 'rlT'ld Ijas Hl[TlUSl “'i'lil(:. Pﬂ]t‘
blue-green leaves. The leaves are broad
and almost egg-shaped in outline, with
only small teeth on the scalloped edges
but tipped at the ends with sharp spines.
Mine is still relarively small planted in a
large container. Both are more suitable to
be left outside in coastal areas.

Consider a spring display

Ir}"l}u ha\«'c[l‘l }"L‘L dfl.'lldﬂ.'d to plallt s0me
bulbs for a wonderful display next spring,
it’s not too late to do so this month!
There can be few sights as beauriful as
tulips in springtime.

Fortunarely, you don't need to be gifted
Wl[']'l gr{':l'l ]Cll'lg(:l'ﬁ o hC abi:: to creatre
your own stunning display. If you follow
these simph: steps, ‘vml"" soon be reaping
‘.IIU l't'Wﬂde Uflll(.'\‘if [ﬂbLilULIS blUUIllS.
Tulips like sunny spots with not oo
I'['ll.l(_'}'l SilHdC. N]lllip !}u'hs d(} not Iikl.' wet
or warterlogged soil, so make sure your



soil has good drainage. The general rule
of thumb when planting rulips is to
plant at rwice the depth of the bulb. So,
prepare a hole three times the depth -
around 15¢m, drop the bulb in pointy
side up, then cover with soil. Keep a
space of 12-15cm between each bulb, If
growing in pots or containers you can
plant them in clusters, closer together,
which will result in gloriously showy
container displays. Once planted, give
your bulbs a good watering to allow the
soil to settle. Then wair for nature ro
reward you next spring

Tidying the garden

Now is the time to cut down faded
perennials that are looking tatty, then
mulch the surrounding soil with garden
compost. You'll need to protect plants that
are borderline hardy, such as agapanthus,
with a thick mulch of straw or garden
compost. You can plant bare-root hedging,
roses, trees and shrubs this month, before
thc watl‘ll:r turns l'L'aIl}' culd.

Ideally, meve containers of alpine plants
under cover to shelter them from winter
rain. You can insulate your greenhouse
walls and roof with bubble polythene as
a safeguard. Make sure all your tender
plants are safely under cover and kept
frost free and remember to monitor
grt't'n}wusl: Lt‘n]pl:mlun:s Wi(h A Imax-
min thermomerer and turn on hearing
if needed. Wash our all empty pots and
trays and store neatly under greenhouse
staging, ready for use in spring. Ideally,
check your greenhouse plants regularly
for overwintering pests and try to avoid
splashing foliage when warering, as

it will dr}r 5|()w1.\' in cool weather and
fungal diseases may set in. When it is
not practical to lift or move your tender
plants, the best way to protect them from
the winter cold and wer is to wrap them
up in feece in situ. In cxposcd or cold
areas, even relatively hardy plants may
need protection.

Christmas in the garden

As we approach Christmas at a rate of
k.l'“_lts‘ we 3150 n::lcll [}ll: s}lort{.‘sr d‘l}" UF
the year in on the 21st December. [ must
confess to not enjoying working outside
in the cold and wer ar this time of the
year. Hopefully, there are not roo many
jobs left to do outside, so you will have
time for some fireside garden planning.

As the festive season approaches it is
\Vﬂnd(‘.]‘ﬁll o ha\-’c some PIJII'IrS il'l f]'lC
garden that echo that theme wo. One
such shrub is a glorious Camellia x
vernalis “Yuletide'. "The plant pictured is
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in my garden was purchased in memory
of an old friend, who passed away about
12 years ago, Peggy Wooton. It is a hybrid
bushy, evergreen shrub with glossy dark
green leaves and brilliant-red single
flowers with prominent yellow stamens,
borne in late winter and early spring.
Mine always flowers just before Christmas
and looks striking in its container behind
the house. It is fully hardy, but to prevent
damage to the emerging buds and Howers,
it benefits from protection from cold,

dry winds and early morning sun. It is
important to water established plants

in dry weather to prevent bud drop. It
benefits from a feed in mid-spring and
again in June. After flowering, you can
lightly trim or prune any branches that
spoil the overall appearance of the plant.

Their colouring is very striking - and is
perfect for the build-up to the Christmas
season, bur the dark green foliage offers
year-round structure and interest. If left to
grow naturally, this is a relatively compact
shrub with a pyramidal habit, but it can
also be trained against a wall, or grown in

a I:Irg{: pot iFsp'.lc:_' is ar a premium,

‘The perfect combination is the use of
both holly and ivy in the house over the
Christmas period. 'm lucky to have a
plentiful supply of both which I can call
upon. If you want to vary the look, you
can always use spray cans of silver and
gold paint to liven up the natural look.
Hrﬁ”cll('_ﬁ ()F I'K‘r}'l «an !(K‘k very {]T’.{I“Hr'il_',
carefully positioned along mantelpieces or
creating a centre piece for the dining table.
Mix in with a few baubles and maybe
some ribbon and you'll be amazed what a
difference it can make and at a fraction of
the cost of shop bought decorations.
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Jobs to do in the garden

If the weather holds and it’s not too cold
there are still quite a few jobs you could
be getting on with in the garden. If you
have any empty borders, they can be

dug over ready for nex year’s planting.
You can prune wisteria, by cutting

back whippy summer side-shoots to 2

or 3 buds. Prune climbing roses now,
removing diseased or damaged growth
and tying in any new shoots to their
support. Prune older flowered side shoots
back by two thirds of their length. You
can prune your Japanese maple trees if
needed, as they will bleed sap if pruning is
done any later.

I always find there is a debate over
wll{:l‘}u:r to ]{:ﬂ\'f rht' Eidtd ﬂl)“‘tr h‘:?ldﬁ
on your hydrangeas or not. I do reckon
thart left until spring they will help to
provide frost protection to the swelling
buds further down the stems. I've got
about 10 different hydrangeas around the
garden ar Driftwood and tend to leave the
old head on until spring. They look quite
pretty too with an edging of frost on a
cold winter morning.

Keep checking over any stored dahlia
tubers you may have, keeping an eye out
for rot. Take care to check climbers and
climbing shrubs so thart they are securely
attached to their supports with ties.

It is really important to look after the
birds that visit your garden. Remember
to clean feeders if you have them, stock
up on wild bird food and make sure they
have access to fresh water.
Read more of Geoffs garden ar




