DROUGHT TOLERANT GARDENS
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becoming increasingly more
difficult, as I approach 70 this
year. My garden, introduced on
Gardeners’ World by Monty Don
with the words “we’ve been
across Britain, looking at
inspiring planting and design and
this week we're at Driftwood in
East Sussex, small garden by the
sea, that's full of character”, has
had a well-established reputation
for the amazing colours, created
by the many vibrant displays each
summer, as seen in many garden
media publications at home and
abroad. | and many other
gardeners have become very
conscious of the need to find
alternative ways to inspire family,
friends and visitors,
encompassing the many issues
around drought tolerance. This is
something very timely for garden
centres to really take on board

too. Like many garden-owners,
both those who open and I guess
many others, I decided there had
to be an easier way of creating
that necessary wow factor to
sustain visitor interest and make
life a little easier for myself in my
70’s but at the same time creating
something that I too enjoyed
looking out on from the kitchen
window!
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“Gardening through
the use of drought
tolerant plants enables
us to do our bit for the
environment with the
resulting reduced
water use”
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Beautiful displays are still

possible by utilising succulents
such as aconiums, Mangave,
agave, sedums and

sempervivums, all of which are
great drought resistant plants
with some lovely varieties
available that equally attract bees
and other p()]linat()l's. They are
able to store water in their fleshy
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leaves and stems during weter
spells, and draw on :
when needed.

Back in the autumn of 2021, |

personally decided to 1ake major

changes to my own garden, in

order to facilitate more space tg

display my existing dr ught
tolerant collection, alcng with
many new additions. | opted to
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create a patio bounded by
upturned railway sleepers that
created the perfect backdrop for
displaying some of my collection,
along with the extended use of
many geraniums, pelargoniums,
eucomis, osteopermum and
gazania. Potted palms and ferns
greatly added to the mix.

I have found that over the years,
there has always been a small
selection of suitable plants
available in garden centres. That
said, there ought to be a much
wider choice made available, |
have to confess to making many
off my appropriate purchases
hitherto, onling, due to the sheer
frustration of not being able to
find what | want locally. Flow
much simpler it would be for
your customers to be able to pop
to their local garden centre and
pick up what they need. How

wonderful it would be to find our

local centres brimming with
ideas for a more drought tolerant
approach, with a real focus on
some of the best plants to use.
Great choices I've found in my
garden are verbena bonariensis
above), perfect plants to sway in
the breeze, especially appropriate
in a seaside garden like mine.
The many colours of
osteospermum work well too,
along with euphorbia, two of my
favourites being griftithii fireglow
and mellifera.

Many gardeners need to be
educated about trying to make
their gardens more resistant to
drought and advising them that it
is not necessarily about digging
them up and starting again, but
thinking about appropriate soil
cultivation, plant choice and
garden maintenance.

Using different plants may mean
that the feel of the garden will
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change, but dramatic planti

can casily be achieved from
plants that have very low
moisture and maintenance
demands, how wonderful it
would be to see planted up
examples in more garden centres
that can clearly
show customers what is
really possible.
\ design trick much used in my
own garden is to plant everything
close together to make sure
there’s no open ground that will
dry out faster in the summer sun.
I'he addition of water features
and fountains around the plot
also adds a cooling eftect, no
matter how hot and dry the
weather gets.
Read more on Geoff’s award-
winning garden here:
www.driftwoodbysea.co.uk




