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Gardener's writing honour
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Seafrod gardener Geoff
Stonebanks felt very hon-
oured to beaccepted into the
Garden Media Guild as a full
member.

The Guild started life as the
Garden Writers’ Guildin1991,as
the UK'snational organisation of
professional communicators as-
sociatedwiththegardenandhor-
ticulture industry. The rationale
behind the name change to The
Garden Media Guild wassimple—
theGuildsmembership coversall
aspectsofgarden media commu-
nication—including photography,
videography, broadcasting,social
media,lecturing,editing, illustra-
tionsand PR—aswellaswriting. It
had becomeincreasinglyinaccu-
rateandmisleadingtocontinueto
callusthe Garden Writers Guild.
The Garden Media Guild's aims
aretoraise the quality of garden
mediainallitsformsandformats,
andtokeeptheirmembersup-to-
date with events in the world of
gardeningandhorticulture.Iten-
courages and rewards excellence
ingardencommunication,assists
memberswith variousaspects of
their careersand helps with edu-
cational aspects of the gardening
communicationsindustry.

Fullmembership of the Guild
isopentothosewhocommunicate
information onthesubjectofgar-
dening and horticulture, wheth-
erasauthors,journalists, editors,
photographers, broadcasters,

bloggers, social media influenc-
ers,lecturersorartists.

Geoff was a complete gar-
dening novice when he retired
to Sussex, back in 2004, from
‘many years working in London,
latterly as a Personnel Manager.
Finding himself with nothing to
do, by 2007 he started gardening
andcreatedanawardwinninggar-
den, Driftwood, in Bishopstone,
near Seaford , which he went on
toopenand currently hasraised
over £182,000 for charity. Geoff’s
all consuming interest in garden-
ing then led to writing about his
experiences.

Geoffhas been writing fea-
tures and articles on gardening,
dating back to 2012, when he
started writing a monthly “Over
TheFence”pieceonhisgardenfor
the weekly gardening magazine,
GardenNews,somethingheisstill
doingtothisday. Writingaweekly
gardening column, then full page
feature for The Argus newspaper
inBrightonbeganin2017andcon-
tinues. Regular monthly features
arewritten for Bournefree Maga-
zineinEastbourneandfortheon-
linegardening company, Richard
Jacksons Garden on a variety of
garden related issues. Quarterly
4.pagespreadsarewritten for the
digitalmagazine Sussex Exclusive
too.
Having opened hisgarden for
theNationalGardenSchemesince
2011, GeofthasbeentheirPublicity
OfficerinEast& Mid Sussexsince
2013 and regularly publishes fea-
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tures and articles about upcom-
inggardenopenings,bothinprint
andonline,nottomentionbroad-
castseveryweekthroughtheopen
garden season about openings
on BBC Radio Sussex’s Sunday
Gardening programme with Pat
Marsh. Hehasbeenbroadcasting
onBBC Sussex since2013.

Geoff says. “I reckon I have
written close on three quartersof
amillion words since 2012 across
severalgardeningmediums,both
inprintand online and given well
over 120 gardening related pres-
entations to horticultural socie-
tiesand clubsin thelast 10 years.
Here’stothenextioyears!”

Geoff’s garden can be seen at
www.driftwoodbysea.co.uk and
willbeavailable to pre book a visit
tofrom 1st June to 2nd August by
emailing visitdriftwood@gmail.
com
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